[Collagen IV (alpha3-alpha4) nephropathy].
Recent evidence has shown that the COL4A3, COL4A4 and COL4A5 genes are involved in different renal manifestations. Mutations in these collagen type IV genes affect the glomerular basement membrane (GBM) giving rise to a nephropathy whose symptoms range from isolated hematuria to severe renal failure. This disorder has been traditionally considered to be different entities: Autosomal Dominant Alport syndrome, Familial Benign Hematuria, Autosomal Recessive Alport Syndrome carriers. But the increased knowledge of the molecular basis of this clinical diversity prompted us to agglutinate these entities under the name of "collagen type IV nephropathy". This fact has relevant implications in diagnosis, prognosis and management.